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ROCKINGHAM GENERAL HOSPITAL — ONCOLOGY WARD 

331. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 

I refer to the oncology ward at Rockingham General Hospital and the government’s commitment to open the 
facility by June 2010, which is now.  

(1) Can the minister confirm that the ward is still yet to be open despite the facility now being fully 
equipped? 

(2) Can he confirm that doctors, once committed to the ward, have now shifted back to Sir Charles 
Gairdner Hospital and other hospitals? 

(3) Is the minister aware that many patients have now given up waiting for action from his government and 
are being forced to other hospitals for treatment? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

(1)–(3) No, I cannot confirm those things. I am not aware of any of those things being the case. We have had 
issues with the staffing of the newly constructed component of Rockingham General Hospital, largely 
because the previous government allocated no funds for the significant increase in staffing that was 
required. The requirements and the plan of the former Minister for Health and the former Treasurer 
were that the funds that were being provided to those hospitals would transfer across, as would all the 
staff from hospitals such as Fremantle Hospital. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: They are a yappy lot today. Why do they not let me answer the member’s question? The 
funds that were supposed to be allocated to the hospitals in his electorate were supposed to come from the 
member for Fremantle’s electorate and from Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital. No additional funds were allocated 
for staffing Rockingham General Hospital. They were supposed to come out of the existing funding in those 
hospitals, with the assumption, presumably, that the patients who were currently going to Fremantle Hospital 
would then go to Rockingham General Hospital. So instead of having to go to Fremantle Hospital or to Sir 
Charles Gairdner Hospital, those people would end up going to Rockingham General Hospital and be moved 
across. However, what happened was that the numbers of patients who were going to Fremantle Hospital and to 
Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital had significantly increased, so we could not take the staff away from there and get 
them across. What we have done now is to increase funding across the board for the health service. In particular, 
we have made sure that the funds are there to properly staff Rockingham General Hospital. Starting in January or 
February, when we had discussions with the South Metropolitan Area Health Service about staffing those 
hospitals, there has been an active recruiting process to make sure that the hospital is fully staffed and able to 
undertake the works that it is proposed the hospital undertake. I am not aware of the points that the member 
makes. If it is the case, and I presume it is because the member has said it, then I am concerned, yes, and I will 
immediately take steps. 

Mr M. McGowan: What are you going to do about it? 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I am going to find out whether it is true, because the Deputy Leader of the Opposition has 
said things in the past that were purported to be the truth, but I found out subsequently were not true. If it is not 
true, it is critical that the oncology ward has been constructed; it is critical that we have the staff there. I do not 
know whether staffing issues are the reason for not being able to fully staff it, but the process was being put in 
place in January and February to get staff to fully staff the hospital. The issue is not just the oncology ward; it is 
also the intensive care ward and the range of other services that will be provided by the hospital. The funds were 
not there previously to fully staff it. Now we have made those funds available and staffing processes are being 
undertaken. 
 


